
MEMORANDUM

TO: City Council
FROM: John Nephew, Councilmember
SUBJECT: Maplewood Monthly Council Corner
DATE: June 29, 2009 for the July 13 regular council meeting

At our council meeting of June 22nd, the City Council received a petition signed by 
approximately 40 residents.  In response to our residents' petition, I submit the attached 
resolution for the council's consideration.  Also attached for reference is the petition 
itself.

This resolution differs from what the petitioners proposed in two respects.

First, as a matter of simplicity and fairness I am proposing that we suspend the monthly 
column for all councilmembers, whether or not we are candidates this year, for the 
duration of the campaign season.

Second, the petitioners request that we prohibit advertising by councilmember-
candidates in the city newsletter.  If the newsletter sets policies about its sales of paid 
advertising, whatever those policies may be, I think that in fairness they should apply to 
everyone, regardless of whether or not a specific advertiser is or is affiliated with a 
current elected official.

REQUESTED ACTION

Approve the attached resolution, suspending the city council column in the August, 
September, October and November 2009 issues of Maplewood Monthly.



Resolution Suspending Maplewood Monthly Council Columns
During the 2009 Election Campaign Season

WHEREAS, the year 2009 is an election year for two City Council seats and the position 
of Mayor in the City of Maplewood; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy and practice of the City Council of the City of Maplewood to 
have columns in the city's newsletter, known as the Maplewood Monthly, written by 
individual councilmembers and the Mayor on a rotating basis; and

WHEREAS, the Maplewood City Council received a petition from residents on the 22nd 

of June, 2009, asking for a modification of said policy during the 2009 election 
campaign season; and

WHEREAS, the Maplewood Monthly is a taxpayer-funded publication, which ought not 
to be used to advocate for or against political candidates; and

WHEREAS, during an election campaign, councilmember columns in the city newsletter 
may give the appearance of use of the Maplewood Monthly for personal and political 
advantage, in violation of the public's trust; and

WHEREAS, the practice of sitting councilmembers using the Maplewood Monthly as a 
means to transmit campaign material directly to voters, city-wide, at taxpayer expense, 
would give incumbents an unfair advantage over challengers;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Maplewood 
hereby directs that the Maplewood Monthly column written in rotation by the mayor and 
councilmembers shall be suspended for the months of August through November, 2009.

Passed and adopted this 13th day of July, 2009.

Mayor: _________________________

Attest: _________________________
City Clerk












